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Abstract: Drug abuse among adolescents is a problem that not only affects their health but can also influence
students’ character development. Schools play a strategic role in prevention through Anti-Drug Education
Programs, which not only provide knowledge about the dangers of drugs but also encourage the development of
positive attitudes and behaviors among students. This study aims to analyze the role of the Anti-Drug Education
Program in character development efforts among students at Pawyatan Daha 1 Junior High School in Kediri. This
study employs a qualitative approach using a case study design. The research informants consisted of 9 individuals
selected through purposive sampling, including the principal, the vice principal for student affairs, the coordinator
of the Anti-Drug Education Program, a Civics teacher, the chair and vice chair of the Anti-Drug Task Force, two
members of the Anti-Drug Task Force, and one student who participated in program activities but was not a member
of the Anti-Drug Task Force. Data were collected through observation, in-depth interviews, and documentation,
then analyzed using the Miles and Huberman model through the stages of data reduction, data presentation, and
drawing conclusions. Data validity was ensured through source triangulation and methodological triangulation. The
research results indicate that the Anti-Drug Education Program is implemented on an ongoing basis through drug
awareness campaigns, the formation of the Anti-Drug Task Force, Basic Student Leadership Training (LDKS),
P4GN outreach, and habit-forming activities at school. The program plays a role in shaping students’ character
through the three components of character identified by Thomas Lickona: moral knowing, moral feeling, and moral
action. In terms of “moral knowing,” students gained a better understanding of the types, dangers, and impacts of
drug abuse. In terms of “moral feeling,” students demonstrated an awareness to stay away from drugs, protect
themselves, and care for their peers by reminding one another. In terms of “moral action,” students exhibited
disciplined behavior, responsibility, cooperation, and active involvement in positive activities and the Anti-Drug Task
Force. The program also contributes to the development of character values such as honesty, responsibility,
discipline, compassion, cooperation, and respect. Research findings indicate that the Anti-Drug Education Program
not only serves as a preventive measure against drug abuse but can also function as a vehicle for character
education through a process that integrates students’ moral knowledge, moral awareness, and moral actions.

Keywords: Anti-Drug Education Program; Character Development; Moral Knowing; Moral Feeling; Moral Action;
Junior High School Students.

INTRODUCTION

Drug abuse remains a serious problem threatening various countries, including Indonesia. Data from
the National Narcotics Agency (BNN) for 2024 show that the number of drug users worldwide reached
296 million people, or about 5.8% of the global population aged 15-64. In Indonesia, the prevalence of
drug abuse in 2023 was recorded at 1.73%, or about 3.3 million people. An increase in drug abuse was
also observed among the 15-24 age group, indicating that adolescents are a group vulnerable to the
influence and distribution of drugs (BNN, 2024) . This situation poses a serious challenge for the
education sector because adolescents are the nation’s future generation currently in a critical phase of
identity and character formation.

Adolescence is a transitional period characterized by high curiosity, a search for identity, and a
tendency to try new things. These characteristics make adolescents more vulnerable to various negative
influences, including drug abuse (Saragih et al., 2024). Various factors, both internal and external such
as low self-control, peer pressure, an unfavorable social environment, and weak parental supervision can
increase the risk of adolescents becoming involved in drug abuse (Ningsih et al., 2024) . If this situation
is not addressed promptly, it will have an impact on the quality of the younger generation in the future.
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Drug abuse not only affects physical and mental health but also influences adolescents’ character
development. The use of addictive substances can impair an individual’s ability to exercise self-control,
make decisions, and distinguish between right and wrong behavior. Consequently, various character
traits such as responsibility, discipline, honesty, and social concern tend to decline (Owen, 2021) . In fact,
drug abuse is often linked to the emergence of various forms of deviant behavior, such as rule-breaking,
juvenile delinquency, violence, and even criminal acts that contradict prevailing social and moral norms
(Maharani et al., 2023) .

In this context, education plays a strategic role in preventing drug abuse while shaping students’
character. Education serves not only as a means of transferring knowledge but also as a vehicle for
instilling values, attitudes, and morals that form the foundation of an individual’s life. Through character
education, schools can foster students’ awareness of personal responsibility, instill high levels of
discipline, and equip them to make sound decisions when facing life’s various challenges (Budiarto,
2020). Therefore, anti-drug education should be positioned not merely as a prevention program but also
as an integral part of efforts to shape students’ character.

One school that has consistently implemented anti-drug education is SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 in Kediri.
This school has been developing its Anti-Drug Education Program since 2013 as part of the efforts to
Prevent and Eradicate Drug Abuse and lllicit Drug Trafficking (P4GN). The program is carried out through
various activities, such as the formation of an Anti-Drug Task Force (Satgas), regular outreach sessions,
self-administered urine tests, and the integration of anti-drug values into various school activities. The
consistent implementation of this program has enabled SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri to win various
awards, including First Place in the Drug-Free School Initiative (ASBN) at the Kediri City level and an
award from the National Narcotics Agency of the Republic of Indonesia during the 2017 International Day
Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking.

Although numerous studies have been conducted on character education and anti-drug education,
most of them still focus on the effectiveness of drug education or the implementation of character
education in general. Studies that specifically analyze the role of anti-drug education programs in shaping
students’ character are still relatively limited, particularly at the junior high school (SMP) level.
Furthermore, there has been little research examining the relationship between anti-drug education and
character development through the lens of Thomas Lickona’s character education theory, which
encompasses the aspects of moral knowing, moral feeling, and moral action.

Given these circumstances, this study aims to analyze the role of the Anti-Drug Education Program
in character development efforts among students at SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 in Kediri. This study is
expected to provide a theoretical contribution to the development of character education research and
offer practical recommendations for schools in designing anti drug education programs that are not only
oriented toward preventing drug abuse but also toward strengthening students’ character.

METHODS

This study employs a qualitative approach using a case study design. The qualitative approach
was chosen to gain an in-depth understanding of the implementation of the Anti-Drug Education Program
and its contribution to student character development within the natural context of SMP Pawyatan Daha
1 Kediri. A case study was chosen because the research focuses on a single case or specific context
namely, the implementation of the Anti-Drug Education Program at SMP Pawyatan Daha 1 Kediri by
examining the program’s implementation process and its contribution to students’ character development
based on Thomas Lickona’s three components of character: moral knowing, moral feeling, and moral
action.

The research was conducted at Pawyatan Daha 1 Junior High School in Kediri, East Java. The
location was selected through purposive sampling, considering that the school has been implementing
the Anti-Drug Education Program continuously since 2013. The continuity of this program provides a
relevant context for examining how anti-drug education is not only implemented as an effort to prevent
drug abuse but also contributes to students’ character development.

There were 9 research informants selected through purposive sampling based on their involvement,
roles, experiences, and knowledge regarding the implementation of the Anti Drug Education Program.
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The informants consisted of the principal, the vice principal for student affairs, the Anti-Drug Education
Program coordinator, a Civics teacher, the chair of the Anti-Drug Task Force, the vice chair of the Anti-
Drug Task Force, two members of the Anti Drug Task Force, and one student who participated in program
activities but was not a member of the Anti-Drug Task Force. The selection of these informants was
intended to obtain diverse perspectives from school administrators, program implementers, educators,
Task Force leaders, Task Force members, and student program participants. This diversity of informants
allowed the researcher to obtain more comprehensive data regarding the program’s implementation and
its contribution to students’ character development.

Data collection was conducted through observation, in-depth interviews, and documentation.
Observations were conducted to monitor the implementation of the Anti-Drug Education Program as well
as students’ behavior and involvement in various school activities related to the program. In-depth
interviews were conducted using a semi-structured interview guide. The interviews were designed to
gather information regarding program implementation, the informants’ experiences and involvement,
students’ understanding of the dangers of drugs, moral awareness, student behavior, and the character
values developed through the program. Interview questions were tailored to each informant’s position
and level of involvement. Documentation was used to supplement the research data, including school
profiles, program documents, activity reports, award records, photos of activities, and other supporting
documents relevant to the research focus.

The research procedure was conducted in several stages: determining the research location and
informants; developing interview guidelines based on the research focus; conducting observations and
interviews; collecting documentation; organizing and transcribing interview data; and finally, analyzing
and verifying the data. Data obtained from each data collection technique were then compared to obtain
a comprehensive picture of the program’s implementation and the development of students’ character.

Data analysis utilized the Miles and Huberman model, which includes data reduction, data
presentation, and drawing conclusions. During the data reduction stage, the researcher selected,
focused, and grouped data from observations, interviews, and documentation in accordance with the
research focus. The data were then presented in the form of thematic descriptions linking the
implementation of the Anti-Drug Education Program to the aspects of moral knowing, moral feeling, moral
action, and the character values identified. The final stage involved drawing conclusions based on the
patterns, relationships, and trends emerging from the analyzed and verified data.

Data validity was ensured through source triangulation and methodological triangulation. Source
triangulation was conducted by comparing information obtained from nine informants who held different
positions and had varying levels of involvement in the program. Meanwhile, methodological triangulation
was conducted by comparing data from interviews, observations, and documentation. Thus, the research
findings regarding the implementation of the Anti-Drug Education Program and its contribution to
students’ character development were obtained through cross-checking various sources and data
collection methods.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Implementation of the Anti-Drug Education Program
The research results indicate that the Anti-Drug Education Program at Pawyatan Daha 1 Junior High
School in Kediri is implemented on an ongoing basis through drug awareness sessions, the formation of
an Anti-Drug Task Force, LDKS (Student Character Building Camp), PAGN (National Drug Prevention
and Control Program) outreach, and the promotion of positive behaviors. The program’s implementation
involved the principal, the vice principal for student affairs, the program coordinator, Civic Education
(PPKn) teachers, the Anti-Drug Task Force leadership and members, students, and external parties such
as the National Narcotics Agency (BNN).
The principal explained:
“The Anti-Drug Education Program at this school began in 2013. Initially, this program was a follow-up to
an initiative launched by the East Java Regional Legislative Council (DPRD), which encouraged schools
to play an active role in preventing drug abuse among students. From that program, the school
subsequently developed various educational and guidance activities aimed at students. We view this
program as important because schools are not only responsible for providing academic education but also
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for shaping students’ character so they can protect themselves from various negative influences, including
drugs.”

This quote indicates that from the outset, the program was not only focused on preventing drug abuse
but was also designed as part of the school’s responsibility to shape students’ character.

The Coordinator of the Anti-Drug Education Program explained:
“Every activity in the Anti-Drug Education Program begins with prior planning and coordination. After that,
tasks are assigned to the Anti-Drug Task Force leaders and members according to their respective areas
of expertise. During the activities, teachers and program coordinators provide guidance, while task force
members assist with on-site implementation. After the activities conclude, an evaluation is typically
conducted to identify challenges and assess outcomes, which serve as the basis for improvements in
future activities.”

This explanation demonstrates that the program is implemented systematically through planning, task
assignment, supervision, execution, and evaluation. Thus, the program is not a one-off activity but rather
an integral part of ongoing student guidance.

This finding aligns with Purbanto and Hidayat (2023), who state that anti-drug education plays a role
in raising students’ awareness to avoid drug abuse by strengthening their understanding and fostering
positive attitudes toward personal health. This study expands on these findings by demonstrating that
anti-drug education at Pawyatan Daha 1 Junior High School in Kediri is also integrated with leadership
development and student participation through the Anti-Drug Task Force.

Development of Moral Knowing
In terms of moral knowing, the Anti-Drug Education Program plays a role in improving students’
understanding of the types, dangers, and impacts of drug abuse.
One student stated:

“Through the awareness and counseling activities organized by the school, I've come to better understand
the dangers of drugs and their impact on a person’s life. I've also learned that drugs not only harm one’s
health but can also cause problems within the family, in education, and in social life. From these activities,
I've gained a lot of knowledge that | didn’t have before.”

This quote demonstrates that the program’s activities provide students with broader knowledge. This
knowledge encompasses not only health impacts but also consequences for family, education, and social
life.

The Civics teacher also explained that students find it easier to understand material regarding norms,
laws, and social deviance because they have been equipped with knowledge from the awareness-raising
activities.

This finding supports Alamin et al. (2024), who explain that anti-drug education serves as an
educational tool to enhance students’ literacy regarding the risks of drug abuse. According to Lickona’s
theory, this falls under “moral knowing,” as students acquire the knowledge to distinguish between right
and wrong actions and understand the consequences of their choices.

Thus, counseling and socialization within the program serve as the foundational starting point for
character development, as they provide knowledge that students can then use as a basis for determining
their behavior.

Development of Moral Feeling
Regarding moral feeling, the research results indicate that students are aware of the need to protect
themselves and show concern for their peers.
The principal explained:
“The Anti-Drug Education Program aims not only to provide students with knowledge but also to build
awareness and feelings within them regarding the importance of staying away from drugs. We hope that
after participating in the various activities, students will not only understand the dangers of drugs in theory
but also develop a fear- toward the consequences, feel concerned about their health and future, and have
the awareness to protect themselves from various negative influences that could be harmful.”

A Civic Education teacher also stated:
“In my opinion, this program is effective in fostering students’ moral values because they are not only
provided with knowledge but are also guided to understand the impacts experienced by victims of drug
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abuse and their families. From this, a sense of empathy, concern, and awareness emerges that drugs are
something to be avoided.”

Both quotes demonstrate a process of moving from knowledge toward awareness and concern.
Students do not merely know that drugs are dangerous; they begin to understand their impact on
themselves, their families, and their social environment.

This finding aligns with Budiarto (2020), who states that character education must address emotional
and moral awareness so that character values can be internalized more deeply. From Lickona’s
perspective, these are characteristics of “moral feeling,” specifically awareness, empathy, and concern
for the common good.

The Development of Moral Action
In terms of moral action, students’ knowledge and awareness begin to manifest in concrete behavior.
This is evident in their discipline, sense of responsibility, involvement in positive activities, and
participation in the Anti-Drug Task Force.
The Task Force Chair explained:
“As Chair of the Anti-Drug Task Force, | am responsible for coordinating various activities carried out by
task force members, such as outreach, anti-drug campaigns, and other educational activities in schools.
At each regular task force meeting, the vice chair and | are also responsible for presenting material to
members on the dangers of drugs, the effects of drug abuse, the importance of maintaining healthy social
circles, and the role students play in preventing drug abuse in the school environment.”

The Vice Chair of the Task Force explained:
“Through the task force’s activities, we've learned a lot from working together and public speaking to
presenting material to our peers. We also help with the school’s outreach and anti-drug campaigns. These
activities make us feel a sense of responsibility to help keep the school environment free from drug abuse.”

Both quotes demonstrate that students have the opportunity to put the values they have learned into
practice through concrete actions. Student involvement in the Task Force not only reflects participation
in the program but also serves as a means to develop responsibility, cooperation, compassion, and
communication skills.

This finding aligns with Lickona’s theory that moral action is the embodiment of character in action. It
also reinforces the findings of Tamza et al. (2024), who show that students’ active involvement in
character-based education programs can enhance positive behavior and self-control.

Character Values Developed
The research results indicate six most prominent character values: honesty, responsibility, discipline,
compassion, cooperation, and respect.
The principal explained:
“This program fosters various character values, including discipline, responsibility, honesty, compassion,
cooperation, and mutual respect. We instill these values through consistent practice, teachers setting a
good example, and student involvement in various program activities so that they are not only understood
but also practiced in daily life.”

This statement was reinforced by a Civics teacher:
“The values that have shown the most noticeable growth are discipline, responsibility, compassion,
cooperation, honesty, and respect. These values are evident when students participate in school activities,
work together in groups, respect teachers and peers, and adhere to the established rules and regulations.”

From the students’ perspective, this change is also evident in their growing awareness of the need to
take responsibility for themselves and their future:
“After participating in the Anti-Drug Education Program, I've become more aware that | must take
responsibility for myself and my future. | try to avoid negative peer influences, follow school rules, and
participate in activities that benefit me.”
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Based on these various accounts, honesty is evident in the students’ openness; responsibility in their
awareness of self-care and fulfilling obligations; discipline in their adherence to school rules; care in their
attitude of reminding one another; cooperation in Task Force and group activities; and respect in their
attitude of valuing teachers, parents, and peers.

Thus, these six character values do not merely appear as theoretical concepts but are evident in the
students’ experiences and activities throughout the program.

Synthesis of Research Findings with Previous Studies

Based on the overall findings, the Anti-Drug Education Program at Pawyatan Daha 1 Junior High
School in Kediri can be understood as a program with two interrelated functions: a preventive function
against drug abuse and a character education function.

The preventive function is evident through the increase in students’ knowledge regarding the dangers
of drugs, as found in the studies by Purbanto and Hidayat (2023) and Alamin et al. (2024). Meanwhile,
the character education function is evident through the process of transformation from knowledge to
awareness and action, as explained in Lickona’s theory.

At the “moral knowing” stage, students acquire knowledge about the dangers and consequences of
drugs. At the “moral feeling” stage, this knowledge develops into awareness, concern, empathy, and a
commitment to staying away from drugs. Subsequently, at the “moral action” stage, students apply these
values through discipline, responsibility, cooperation, concern, and active involvement in the Anti-Drug
Task Force.

Thus, the findings of this study expand upon previous research. While earlier studies primarily
demonstrated that anti-drug education can enhance knowledge, awareness, attitudes, and positive
behaviors, this study illustrates the interconnected process among these aspects through the framework
of moral knowing — moral feeling — moral action.

Novelty and Contribution of the Research

The novelty of this study lies in its analysis of the Anti-Drug Education Program as a character
education practice, rather than merely as a drug abuse prevention program. The analysis, using Thomas
Lickona’'s theory, enables the study to explain the process of character formation through three
interrelated components. Empirically, the study shows that:

Table 1. Research Novelty and Contribution

Education and outreach enhance moral knowing
Habituation and peer support support moral feeling
Task forces, student involvement, and positive behavior demonstrate moral action

All three contribute to honesty, responsibility, discipline, compassion, cooperation, and respect.

Thus, the contribution of this study is not merely to identify the activities of the Anti-Drug Education
Program but to explain how these activities contribute to the development of students’ character. Findings
from the principal, program coordinators, Civic Education teachers, Task Force members, and students
provide empirical evidence from various perspectives, thereby strengthening the study’s interpretation.

CONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that the Anti-Drug Education Program at
Pawyatan Daha 1 Junior High School in Kediri plays a role in shaping students’ character through the
implementation of a program that is carried out continuously and integrated into school life. The program
is implemented through various activities, including drug awareness sessions, PAGN outreach, the
formation and activities of the Anti-Drug Task Force, Basic Student Leadership Training (LDKS), urine
testing, the cultivation of positive behaviors, and the integration of anti-drug education into every subject.
The program’s implementation involves the principal, teachers, students, and external parties such as
the National Narcotics Agency (BNN). The program’s role in character development can be understood
through Thomas Lickona’s three components of character: moral knowing, moral feeling, and moral
action. In terms of moral knowing, the program enhances students’ knowledge and understanding of the
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types, dangers, and impacts of drug abuse through counseling, outreach, and the integration of anti-drug
materials into the curriculum. In terms of moral feeling, this knowledge develops into students’ awareness,
concern, and commitment to staying away from drugs and reminding one another. In terms of moral
action, these values and awareness are manifested through disciplined behavior, responsibility,
cooperation, concern, and students’ active involvement in the Anti-Drug Task Force and various
prevention activities. The research findings also revealed six prominent character values: honesty,
responsibility, discipline, compassion, cooperation, and respect. Thus, the Anti-Drug Education Program
not only serves as a preventive measure against drug abuse but also functions as a means of character
education integrated into the learning process and school life. This integration allows anti-drug education
to be delivered not only through special activities but also instilled continuously through instruction in
every subject, daily routines, student activities, and detection and prevention efforts such as urine tests.
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